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which serves as a reservoir into which the bile may flow when
it is not required in the intestine. The gall bladder is placed
on the under-surface of the liver in front. When there is no
food in the intestine the bile flows along the side duct into the
gall bladder, but on food entering the small intestine the bile
is discharged amongst it.

The bile is a yellow liquid containing water, mucus, and
salts. Among these salts are those which are found
in the blood, and, in addition, peculiar salts of sodium
called bile salts. There is also colouring matter or pig-
ments, and a peculiar fatty substance called cholesterin.

The bile is not a diges-
tive juice in the same
sense as saliva or the
gastric pancreatic juices.
It is mainly an excretion
which incidentally assists
the digestive action of the
pancreatic juice.
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Functions of the Liver
The Ever has four chief
functions. The first is the
secretion of bile, the second
is the storing up of a
starch-like substance called glycogen, the third is the forma-
tion of a waste substance called urea, which is produced from
the protein part of the food, and the fourth is a peculiar
action in splitting up fats. This action is carried out~ by the
liver cells as well as by the bile. The portal vein brings to
the liver a stream of blood rich in food materials. From
the sugar of this the liver manufactures glycogen, so that
the blood going from the liver does not contain any excess of
sugar. Between meals the sugar in the blood is used up by
the body in producing energy and heat, but the amount
of sugar in the blood is kept constant by the liver, which